Catherine, Called Birdy – Novel Assessment

Part A: Quotes
Choose the best answer.

1. “You are so much already, little bird.  Why not cease your fearful pounding against the bars of your cage and be content?” The cage is a metaphor for
a. Catherine’s past.
b. Catherine’s hobbies.
c. Lady Aislinn’s marriage.
d. Catherine’s role in society.
2. The boy about to be hung cries to Catherine, “Help me, noble lady!” This is a reminder that with nobility comes noblesse oblige.  This means that those with more power also have more
a. responsibility.
b. pleasure.
c. money.
d. status.
3. “No, sir. Oh, no. She is a goodly lady, given that her wits are lacking and her back stooped.  Mostly she is gentle and quiet, when she is not locked up.  And the pits on her face are much better now.” In the novel this quotation is said by_____ about_______.
a. by Aelis about Catherine.
b. by Catherine about Aelis.
c. by Meg about Catherine.
d. by Catherine about Catherine.
4. “Daughters and fish spoil easily and are better not kept.”  Lord Rollo means that
a. Catherine is spoiled.
b. He doesn’t like daughters 
c. Catherine will be married soon.
d. He will have trouble finding a suitor for Catherine.
5. “You are lucky, Little Bird, for you have wings.  But you must learn to master them.  Look at the Baron’s hawk there on her perch.  Just because she doesn’t flap her wings all the time doesn’t mean she can’t fly.”  Madam Joanna means
a. Catherine should learn to use her gifts.
b. Catherine should run away from home.
c. Catherine is trapped like a pet hawk.
d. B and C
6. “Little bird, in the world to come, you will not be asked ‘why were you not George?’ or ‘why were you not Perkin?’ but ‘why were you not Catherine?’” The Jewish Woman is saying,
a. Never lie!
b. Be Loyal!
c. Be yourself!
d. Work Hard!
7. “Beauty and rainbows soon pass away,” is similar to which modern saying
a. There is a pot of gold at the end of every rainbow.
b. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.
c. Beauty is only skin deep and soon passes away.
8. “I flap my wings at times, choose my fights carefully, get things done, understand my limitations, trust in God and a few people, and here I  am.” Madam Joanna describes her own life as
a. a medieval lady.
b. a queen.
c. a young woman.
d. the king’s mother.
9. Agnes says, “A silent woman is always more admired than a noisy one.”  Based on our class discussion,  Agnes is best described as Catherine’s 
a. welcome houseguest
b. silent enemy
c. wise friend
d. character foil
Part B:  Match that Suitor
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Rolf
	Visitor from Kent
	Shaggy Beard
	Master Lack Wit
	Baron Fulk’s son


10. Catherine set the privy on fire with this suitor inside.
11. This suitor left without a betrothal because Catherine’s father bested him at chess.

12. This suitor left the manor wearing the chamber pot.

13. Catherine wiggled her ears, blacked out her teeth, and put mouse bones in her hair to rid herself of this suitor.

14. This suitor attempted to kill Catherine’s dog.

15. This suitor left because he did not want a wife whose “wits were lacking and back is stooped.”
16. Catherine described this suitor as a mix of flour and yeast that swells, growing white and soft and spongy.

Part C: Vocabulary
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Betrothal 
	Suitor
	Serf
	Vellum
	Abbot


17. A man who is the head or superior, usually elected, of a monastery.
18. A man who courts or woos a woman.
19. Calfskin, lambskin, kidskin, etc., treated for use as a writing surface.
20. The act or state of being engaged.
21. A person in a condition of servitude, required to render services to a lord, commonly attached to the lord's land and transferred with it from one owner to another.
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Gallows
	Dowry
	Martyrs 
	Desolate
	Distress


22. Great pain, anxiety, or sorrow; acute physical or mental suffering; affliction; trouble

23. A wooden frame, consisting of a crossbeam on two uprights, on which condemned persons are executed by hanging

24. Barren or laid waste; devastated
25. A person who willingly suffers death rather than renounce his or her religion.

26. The money, goods, or estate that a wife brings to her husband at marriage.
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Giddy
	Romantic
	Excess
	Joust
	Pagan


27. A person who is not a Christian, Jew, or Muslim

28. A going beyond what is regarded as customary or proper

29. Frivolous and lighthearted; impulsive; flighty
30. Displaying or expressing love or strong affection
31. A combat in which two knights on horseback attempted to unhorse each other with blunted lance.
Part D: Fill in the Blank

	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Robert
	Lady Aislinn
	Lord Rollo
	Aelis
	Catherine


____(32)___, called “Little Bird” or Birdy details her family life, such as the hangovers of her father _____(33) ______, the sweetness of _______(34) ______, her mother, and the testy relationships with her brothers _____(35) _______, Thomas, and Edward.    Catherine enjoys spending time with her best friend _____(36)_____, but after her mother grows feverish, Catherine vows never to have a baby. By the end of the book, Catherine is amazed that ____(37) ______ spends his own money to place her bear in the abbess’s menagerie. ____(38)_____ almost dies trying to deliver Eleanor, but ____(39) _____ sends the priest away and throws open the windows and she survives! _____(40)______ then completely surprises Catherine by asking to marry Robert, and ____(41)___  feels hopeful when Shaggy Beard dies and his son agrees to marry her in his place.
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Eleanor
	Perkin
	George
	Ethelfritha
	Edward


_____(42) ______ marries the widow of a salt merchant with a good heart named _______(43)_______  after he is denied marriage to the woman he really loves.  Catherine asks ___(44)___ to kiss her so she can see what all the fuss is about, but he refuses and later compares her to a stubborn pig.  Catherine visits the abbey to see ___(45)___  who works in a scriptorium.  
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Catherine
	Stephan
	Robert
	Ethelfritha
	Shaggy Beard


 Thinking it is time to wed the “pig,” _____(46)_______ runs away to visit ____(47)______, who was “as mad as the moon,” but she helps _____(48) _____ realize that she cannot run from her destiny.  In the end, Catherine marries _____(49) ______, loves being a big sister, realizes __(50)___ has a good and caring heart, and starts picking out names for her children.
E. Feudal System Match Up

Mark the appropriate letter for each character to identify their place in the feudal system. 
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	AB

	King
	Noble
	Knight
	Serf/Peasant
	Clergy
	Merchant

	
	
	
	
	
	


	51.  Catherine
	58.  Perkin

	52.  Lord Rollo
	59.  Meg

	53.  Agnes
	60.  Shaggy Beard

	54.  Aelis
	61.  Alf

	55.  Uncle George
	62.  Master Lack Wit 

	56.  Robert
	63.  Edward

	57.   Ethelfritha (before she marries George)
	


